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care to synthesis, OR
d. should be a thorough critical survey of the literature (empirical and/or theoretical).
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quantity.
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regulations.
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Please provide your own comments if you wish:

Ms Janeckova has opted for a topic from one of the newest and hottest fields of international
trade theory, i.e. empirical test of New Economic Geography models. This is a fairly advanced
topic both from the point of view of trade theory (until now often neglected in master level
courses) as well as from the point of view of econometrics (the models’ predictions are difficult
to not easy to convert to testable hypothesis, and many resulting hypothesis include quite a few
econometric complications in the form of various non-linearities).

In my opinion this attempt was very successful. Both the descriptive parts (and the
literature review) and analytical parts are logically structured and provide both useful and
readable introduction to the issues of empirical tests of NEG models, as well as interesting
results. | must also appreciate the ingenuity with which the author managed to obtain some of
the less readily available data (e.g. distances between the regions).

Supervising the thesis of Ms Janeckova was a great experience. It is rare to meet a
student so motivated, with a clear vision of she wants to achieve and at the same time with
skills that make the achievement possible. | therefore cannot do anything else than to suggest
the highest possible grade and recommend her for a special acclaim.

In Prague, November 9" 2010 Vilém Semerak




